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R E EW 


TO THE 


Monitor, Reviews, Ge. 


ELIEVE me, my Countrymen ! it 
is neither Indolence, nor Fear, 
nor yet Conviction from the Ar- 

guments of any of my puiſſant Oppo- 

nents, that hath hindered me hitherto 
from appearing in Defence of my Mord 
in Time to both Houſes of Parliament. It 
required but little Knowledge of Man- 


kind to foreſee what hath happened, and 
what will always happen to thoſe who 


dare contend with the Stream of popular 
Prejudice. I have been moſt violently, 
8 and 


- — 


! 
and virulently, oppoſed; and I have con- 
tinued thus long filent, that my Adver- 
ſaries might have ſufficient T ime to con- 
fute me, or to ſqueeze out their little 
Bags of Venom, which now ſeem pretty 
well exhauſted. 

Tur Monitor, in his Paper for the 8th 
of January, was, I think, the firſt who 
did me the Honour to enter the Liſts 
with me: But he happens to have ſtept 
forth in ſo violent a Paſſion, that, like a 
moſt unſkilful Warrior, he is ſo entirely 
bent upon wounding his Adverſary, that 
he is unpardonably negligent of his own 
Safety. I am afraid I have but little Re- 
putation to expect from my Conqueſt of 
an Enemy, whoſe Weakneſs muſt have 
been ſo ſtrikingly apparent to every one 
of his Readers. 

* The King affirms (ſays this Gentle- 
man) a national Militia may in time 
* become one good Reſource, in caſe of 

* general danger. The Scribbler has the 

« Meodeſiy 
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1 
Modeſiy and Vanity to ſay that it is a 
© falſe Preſumption ; and, on the con- 
« trary, that it would encourage an 1nva- 
* ſion, render our Power inſignificant, and 
© ruin our Trade. A Licentiouſneſs of 
* Speech only to be found in the Cabals 
of a deſperate Faction! that Faction 
* which never ſerved their Prince, but 
with an Attempt to engroſs his Power; 


nor their Country, without ſacrificing 
© its Confidence to their own Ambition 


© and Avarice !” 

I sHoULD, firſt, be glad to know what 
kind of an Idea he intended to convey, 
by joining the Words Modeſty and Vanity? 
Does he imagine that his being in a 
Paſſion will excuſe him for writing Non= 


ſenſe ?—Ts there any Licentiouſneſs of 


Speech in the Words he exclaims againſt? 
Has not every Man in this Nation aRight 
to differ in Opinion from any King or 
Miniſter whatſoever? It is very ſurpriſing 
that this Monitor, of all People in the 

B 2 World, 


E 
World, ſhould endeavour to ſtrike at our 
Liberty of the Preſs, when he himſelf 
continues to make ſo unlimited an Uſe of 
it. But with regard to Licentiouſneſs of 
Speech, was there ever a more flagrant 
Inſtance of it, than in that poſitive, groſs, 
and, I muſt ſay, falſe Affirmation, with 
which he cloſes the Sentence I have 
quoted. : 
< HowEveR (continues the Monitor) 
© to keep up ſome Appearance of Truth 
© and Loyalty, he' would decry the In- 
ſtitution of a Britiſb Militia, becauſe 
© this Iſland is not defended by Moun- 
© tains and narrow Paſles, as Switzerland 
is known to be. Pray aſk him whe- , 
ether he has ever ſeen the mountainous 
© Waves and the Breadth of the Sea, 
© which defend the Iſle of Great Britain 
© on all Sides, and leave no Paſs for an 
* Invader, was the Shore covered by a 
c well-planned and regulated Militia ? 
Whether any Port of the Britiſb Coaſt 
can 


- 


£1 

© can be expoſed to the Batteries of a 
numerous Train of heavy Artillery, 
< with the ſame Eaſe as the narrow Paſſes 


of Switzerland ? * 
I wiLL ſuppoſe the Monitor has miſ- 


underſtood me, as a Man of his Cha- 


racter certainly would not wilfully miſ- 
repreſent the Sentiments of his Oppo- 
nent. My Words in the Pamphlet in 
queſtion are theſe: The Si are not 
© a trading Nation. That they have 
hitherto preſerved their Liberty, is 
merely owing to the Nature of their 
Country; which is ſo extreamly moun- 
© tainous, and, conſequently, ſo defended 
by narrow Paſſes, that the moſt inſig- 
nificant Force would ſoon deſtroy the 
© moſt numerous Army. This was in- 
tended only as an Argument againſt 


A 


. 


thoſe who attribute this People's having 
ſo long preſerved their Liberty to their 


conſtitutional Militia. If the Monitor 
had ever been in Switzerland, he muſt 


have 


LS]. 
have known that IT was not ſpeaking of 
thoſe Paſſes only which ſecure the En- 
trance into that Country; he would have 
known, that an offenſive Army would 
have the ſame Difficulties to encounter 
almoſt every Mile. If he had been in 
the leaſt acquainted with the Art of 
making War among Mountains, hewould 
have known, that thoſe who are in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of them have ſuch Advantages 
over their Aſſailants, that a very ſmall 
Force is ſufficient for their Defence. He 
would alſo have known, that heavy Ar- 
tillery are never uſed on thoſe Occaſions, 
If he chuſes to give himſelf the Trouble 
to read Monſ. Folard's Diſſertation on 
this Subject, he will probably be better 
qualified to give his Opinion concerning 


it. Beſides, the Sw/s Militia is com- 


poſed chiefly of experienced Soldiers, 
| who have been ſeveral Years in the Ser- 
vice of foreign Princes, and are there- 


fore by no means to be compared with 
: an 


E 
an Engliſb Militia. Pray aſk him (fays 
* the Monitor) whether he has ever ſeen 
the mountainous Waves and the Breadth 
© of the Seas, which defend the Iſland of 
© Great Britain,” &c.—Yes, Sir, I have 
ſeen them ; but never yet ſuppoſed them 
impaſſable. That a Man of your Pene- 
tration ſhould chuſe to mention a Cir- 


cumſtance, which proves the ſtrongeſt 


Argument againſt you that I could poſ- 
ſibly urge! Is not our being ſurrounded 


by the Sea, the very Reaſon why we are 


acceſſible on all Sides? * Not (ſay you) 
© if, according to my Plan, the Shore 


vas covered by a well-regulated Mili- 
* tia,” I ſhould be ſorry to miſtake your 
Meaning; but, I think, your Words ſeem - 
to imply a Deſign to cover the Shore quite 


round the Ifland, unleſs you are certain 


of knowing in what Part your Enemy 


intends to land. A noble Scheme this ! 
but I am afraid you will not find Men, 
2g Wos 
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Women, and Children in this Kingdom 


ſufficient for your Purpoſe. 

* Muſt I again repeat, ſays the Author 
of the Important Queſtion, (a moſt un- 
anſwerable Pamphlet) that a ſoutherly 
* Wind, a dark Night, foggy Weather, 
or a dead Calm, may foil the beſt En- 
© deavours of the ableſt Commanders, 
© and bring, or permit to be brought, a 
© numerous Army to our Coaſts? If 
* ſuch an Army was once landed, what 


© Lines, what Fortifications have we to 


* withſtand it? And doth not the very 
© Goodneſs of our Roads, and the late 
© Improvements of Carriage, lay open 
© the whole Kingdom to be ravaged . 
from End to End? Now, when an 
* Army is once landed, it cannot only 
march without being ſtopped by Lines, 


© Fortifications, Mountains, Foreſts, 


* Paſſes, &c. but by means of the pre- 
* ſent Wealth of the Country, and the 
« general Plenty of Cattle, Corn, Vic- 

| «© tuals, 


1 


* tuals; it can proceed without Interrup- 


« tion with regard to Proviſions, and find 
good comfortable Quarters wherever it 
comes! 
His Modeſty, Candour, and Saga- 
city, (continues the Monitor) are as de- 
ficient, in the Pains he has taken to 
ſtifle the Remembrance of the martial 
Spirit, which, in former times, did ſo 
great Service by the Militia of this 
Nation. But where is the Monitor's 
Candour in ſtifling the Reaſons I have 
given, why the Exploits of former Mili- 
tias are no Arguments for eſtabliſhing a 
Militia at preſent. A regular Army 
would, in thoſe Days, have been as un- 
neceſſary as it is now needful ; for this 
plain Reaſon, that you had nothing but 
Militia to oppoſe. My Arguments for 
the Neceſlity of a well diſciplined Army 
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are founded upon this very Principle. 


Your Enemies depend no longer upon a 


Militia : They have a very numerous 
T and 
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2 1 
and regular Army: The Art of War is 
their chief Study, and their Diſcipline is 
daily improving. They have been co- 
pying from the Pruſſians ever ſince the 


laſt War; and, in conſequence of that, 


are, at this Inſtant, much more formid- 


able than ever. Yet we, upon I know 
not what Syſtem of Politicks, are con- 


triving Schemes to ſink in Point of mili- 


| tary Ezerciſe and Diſcipline, in propor- 


tion as our Enemy riſes. This, it will 
ſurely be allowed, would be the Caſe, 
unleſs you intend to diſcipline your Mi- 
litia in a manner very different from any 
T have hitherto ſeen propoſed. I am far 
from denying that it is poflible to conſti- 
tute ſuch a Militia as would be a ſuffi- 
cient Security to this Iſland : All I con- 
tend for is, that this cannot be done 
without great Injury to your Manufactu- 


ries; that the Time requiſite to make 


uſeful Soldiers of your working People, 


is, at preſent, employed much more to 
. the 


* 
the Advantage of the Nation; and that 
the preſent Labour of your intended 
Militia (which would be loſt if a Militia- 
ſcheme, adequate to the Deſign, ſhould 
take place) produces more than is re- 
quired to maintain a ſufficient regular 


Army : So that, upon Calculation, a 


regular Army will be found to be the 
molt frugal Plan that can poſſibly be 
formed for our Defence. _ 
Iheſe were the Forces (fays the 
Monitor, ſpeaking of the Engliſb Militia 


in former Times) * that chaſtiſed Fac- 


© tion, Rebellion, and the Incurſions of 
the Scots at home; while another Part 
< of them eternized their Bravery, Con- 


A 


« perfidious Neighbours abroad. 
Now, tho' I have already proved that 


this is no Argument for a Militia at pre- 


_ ſent, from the univerſal Improvement in 
the Art of War, I cannot avoid obſerving 
that this Author, either wilfully or igno- 
C 8 rantly, 


duct, and Victory, by ſubduing their 
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| rantly, miſtakes this Conqueſt of our 


Neighbours. England never conquered 
France, properly ſpeaking. The true 
way of ſtating the Fact. is to fay, that 
England, having already the Sea-coaſt, 
and ſome of the beſt Provinces in France, 
by Right of Inheritance and Marriages, 
was thereby enabled to conquer the re- 
maining Part, greatly divided and diſ- 
tracted among themſelves. 

IAN ſorry” (continues the fame Au- 
thor) © to be provoked by ſuch a Scribbler 
© to obſerve, that the Loſs of all our Do- 
© minions in France, is to be dated from 
the Time our Kings truſted more to a 
© hireling Army of Foreigners than to 
© the Pikes and Swords of their well- 
regulated Militia : That the Terror of 
© a French Invaſion has kept pace with 
the Increaſe of our mercenary Army.” 

I am ſorry to find the Monitor fo bad 
a Patriot, or Politician, as to lament the 
Loſs of our Dominions in France. A 

I Con- 


1 

Conqueſt of France would prove the 
ſame Evil to England, as did the Con- 
queſt of Perſia to the Macedonians. The 
Seat of Government would be tranſ- 
ferred on to the Continent, and this 


Iſland would become a Province. And 


as to the Terror of Invaſion keeping 
pace with the Increaſe of our mercenary 
Army, it happens to be a groſs Miſtake. 
If our famous Monitor had been a little 
better acquainted with the Hiſtory of his 
own Country, he would have recollected 
that, even in the Militia-reign of Queen 
Elizabeth, our Progenitors were in great 
Fear of an Invaſion from Spain. If he 
will not take my Word for it, he may 
conſult the Lord-keeper's ſeveral Speeches 
to the Parliament, particularly that of 


the gthof April, 1593. Can the learned 


Monitor be ignorant of the vaſt Sums of 
Money which this Queen paid to the 
Dutch, and the French King, * in order 
* to prevent, as ſhe expreſly declares, the 

F DCA 


E 
© Sea-coaſt of Holland, Flanders, and 
* France, from falling into the Hands of 
her Enemy the King of Spain, from 
© whence he might ſo eaſily invade ber! 
And will the Monztor, notwithſtanding - 
this, aſſert that ſhe was in no fear of an 
Invaſion? But the honeſt Gentleman 
_ writes in a Paſſion: It was, therefore, 
almoſt impoſſible he ſhould avoid Blun- 
ders of this Nature. What he has far- 
ther advanced, does not carry with it 
even the .caſt Appearance of an Argu- 
ment in favour of a Militia, It is mere 
perſonal Invective againſt the Author of 
the Word in Time, and has therefore no- 
thing to do with the Matter in queſtion. 
Thoſe who have read his Works, know 
him to be naturally ſo extreamly abuſive, 
that his ſcurrilous Pen is become no Slan- 
der. He is pleaſed to call me a factious 
Scribbler, becauſe I am ſo unfortunate 
as to differ from him in Opinion ; but if 
he converſes much with his Fellow- 
Citizens, 


+ 
TS] 
A 
4 
1 
Bi 
3 
4 
* 
i 
3 
3 
p F 
L 
* 
1 


F r a RAR 
x _— C—_— bo AE neon > 


RW 


„ 

citizens, he muſt lately have found that 
this Faction, as he is pleaſed to call it, is 
confined to no particular Set of People; 
that it is daily increaſing; and that the 
Gentlemen of the Army make but a very 
ſmall Number of thoſe who diſapprove 
of a Militia, I am not vain enough to 
ſuppoſe that any thing I have written is 
the Cauſe of this Change of Sentiment 
in the People; but I believe it to have 
_ proceeded chiefly from their own Re- 
flection. It is nothing uncommon to ſee 
ſenfible Men err in their Opinions, for a 
while, with the Multitude; yet give them 
but time to think deliberately, and they 
will gradually converge to the Point of 
Reaſon. 

LET us now proceed to the Monthly 
Review; in which I find myſelf ho- 
noured with very near fix Pages, ſmall 
Print, of polrfe Criticiſm. The Author 
of this elaborate Article, among other 
things, accuſes me of great Selt-ſuth- 

| ciency. 
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ciency. Whatſoever I may have been 
heretofore, I ſhall certainly now begin to 
think my Word in Time a more conſi- 
derable Performance, than ever I took it 

to be: And indeed how ſhould I think . 
otherwiſe, when a Man of this Writer's 
Conſequence has thought me deſerving 
of ſuch Notice ? | | 

Hz begins by declaring it © reaſonable 
© to believe, that many an ingenious and 
< worthy Man has been glad to earn a 
Guinea of a Bookſeller ;' yet, imme- 
diately after, infinuates his Surprize, that 
an Author, profeſſing himſelf to be thus 
employed, ſhould expect to © correct the 
Opinions, and influence the Conduct 

_ © of both Houſes of Parliament.” Now, 
if it is reaſonable to believe that a Writer, 

_ notwithſtanding his being paid, may be 
an ingenious and honeſt Man, it is alſo 
reaſonable to believe, that his Arguments 
will be equal to his Honeſty and Inge- 
nuity. How ſtrange a Compliment has 

"= 
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he therefore paid to the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment! in ſuppoſing that they would diſ- 
regard the Reaſonings of an honeſt and 
ingenious Man, becauſe he had declared 
he was paid for his Labour. Were this 
to be admitted, a Jury ought not to liſten 
to the Pleadings of Council, tho' their 
Reaſonings were ever ſo juſt, becauſe 
they were fee d. In both Caſes it is rea- 
ſonable to believe, that ſenſible Men will 
attend only to the Solidity of the Argu- 
ments advanced, regardleſs of perſonal 
Conſiderations concerning the Speaker 
or Writer. And hence I conclude it to 
be a Matter of no Conſequence, whether 
J had called myſelf a Monitor, a Free- 
holder, a Fool, a Tattler, a Scribbler, or 
Fiſhmonger. i 

In Anſwer to that Part of my Pam- 
phlet, where I have ſaid that the Pre- 
tender would certainly avail himſelf of 
the Diviſions which would unavoidably 


happen between the regular and irregu- 
D : lar 


C2054 
lar Armies, the Reviewer has theſe 
Words.—* To aſſure ſuch things as theſe 
© to the Lords, Commons, and Com- 
* monality of Britain, does indeed argue 
© a Degree of Aſſurance not often to be 
© met with; and if Aſſurance were to 
« paſs for Argument, not a Writer of the 
© Legion now at work, could be thought 
more capable of demonſtrating what- 
© ever was capable of Demonſtration! * 
I ſhould be extreamly obliged to this 
Gentleman, if, when he criticiſes this 
Pamphlet, he would explain himfelf 
concerning the Legion now at wor. If 
he dares declare his Meaning, I am afraid 
he will be found to have got the wrong 
Sow by the Far. 

As to the Inconſiſtence* (fays this 
Writer) © he falls into, by ſtating theſe 
© Nationals as incapable of Diſcipline, 
© on one Side, and yet ſure to become 
© a ſucceſsful Army on the other, it is 
„ glaring even to need an Index. 


" 


THis 
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Tyrts is a Block over which the Ma-. 


nitor had ſtumbled before him; but they 
might either of them have removed it, 
if they had ſufficiently attended to the 
preceding Paragraph. What can be more 
natural than to ſuppoſe that the French, 
availing themſelves of your internal 
Broils, would, in Conjunction wich the 
Pretender, land a Number of regular 
Forces. Conſidered in this Light, I be- 
lieve this ſeeming Contradiction will im- 
mediately vaniſh. | 
I sHALL now tranſcribe a Paragraph, 
in which the Reader will find that our 


Critick has unfortunately proved what he 


certainly intended to ditprove. 

Jo recent Facts in America he next 
© appeals for Proof, that there is no 
t Dependence on Irregulars, and that 


* nothing but Confuſion is to be ex- 


“ pected from their attempting to act 
ce in Conjunction with a diſciplined Ar- 
e my. — And it would have been 


D 2 ſome- 
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© ſomewhat happier, both for that Coun- 
© and this, if he could have further in- 
forced his Point, by ſhewing that Brad- 
© dock and his Troops out- combated and 


© out-general'd Johnſon and his Troops; 


© as alſo that no invidious Diſtinctions 
© between Regular and Irregular have 
helped to throw our northern Colonies 
into the Dangers and Diſtreſſes they ; 
© now are ſurrounded with.” 

ARE not theſe Diſtinctions, which he 
owns have helped to throw our Colonies 
into Danger and Diſtreſs, the very Incon- 
veniencies which I have ſaid would al- 
ways happen in like Caſes? 

BEFORE I reply concerning Braddock's 
Defeat, I muſt beg Leave to tranſcribe a 
ſhort Paſſage from the Word in Time, 
leſt this ſhould perchance fall into the 
Hands of thoſe who may not haye on 
that Pamphlet. 

* Is there a Member of either Houle, 


2 * who Joes not now ſee that all our Diſ- 


8 * appoint- 


. 


1 
5 appointments and Diſaſters in North 
* America, are entirely owing to our in- 
«* judicious Dependence on irregular 14 
Troops? If, at the firſt, we had ſent it; 
a ſufficient Number of diſciplined 1 
< Forces, we ſhould have ſaved an infi- 
- © nite Sum of Money, and things would 
have wore a very different Aſpect!” 
Tr1s Paſſage has drawn down upon | 
me many formidable Antagoniſts. Not | | 
only both Revzews, but even City and | f 
| 
| 


Country News-papers have, with one 
Accord, fallen foul on it. How, fay 
they, could he reaſon in this Manner, 
when we all know that Braddock was 
defcated by the irregular Indians? And 
this brings to their Minds the famous 
Battles of Preſtonpans and Falkirk, which 
are immediately produced as Inſtances in 
favour of Irregulars. Theſe Antago- 
niſts of mine are ſurely very bad Logi- 
cians, or they would have known, that 

| theſe three Examples prove nothing ; 
1 becauſe 
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22 
becauſe any other three Inſtances, in 
which Irregulars, or undiſciplined Troops, 
have been beat by regular Armies, would 
entirely invalidate them. Now they muſt 
be little ſkilled in Grecian, Roman, or 
Swediſh Hiſtory, who cannot recollect 


numberleſs Examples of Diſcipline being 


the ſole Cauſe of Victory. But with re- 
gard to America in particular, what I 


have urged is intended to prove nothing 


more, than that our Misfortunes are 
chiefly owing to our Dependence on the 
Promiſes of the Natives to defend them- 

ſelves, and, in conſequence of that, to 
our not ſending a ſufficient Number of 


regular Forces. Here I ſhall beg Leave 


to quote a Paſſage from a Pamphlet that 
has lately been publiſhed on this Subject. 
* Notwithſtanding the Deſcriptions that 


have been given of the Bravery and 


* Intrepidity of the American Militia, 
* which led People to expect great things 


from them, we find that every Indian 
Incur- 


. 
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Incurſion alarms them, and makes 
them call out for Aſſiſtance from Eng- 
land. An ingenious Gentleman, in 
itinerant Obſervations in America, ſays 
cc 


that wherever you travel in Maryland, 


as allo in Virginia and Carolina, you 
are conſtantly aſtoniſhed at the Num- 


ber of Colonels, Majors, and Captains, 
that you hear mentioned : In ſhort, 


the whole Country ſeems at firſt to 


you a Retreat of Heroes; but, alas! 
to behold the Muſters of their Militia, 


would induce a Man to nauſeate a 


Saſh, and hold a Sword for ever in 
Deriſion. Diverſity of Weapons and 
Dreſs, Unſizableneſs of Men, and 
Want of the leaſt Grain of Diſcipline 


in their Officers or them, render the 


whole ridiculous and contemptible.” 
* ARE we then (continues the ſame 


Author) to place our Confidence, on 
every Emergency, in ſuch a Militia, 
collected at Random, as the preſent 


State 
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State of the Nation would furniſh, 
© which would either be compoſed of 
the very loweſt and moſt abandoned 
© of the People, influenced by no Spirit 
of Bravery or Liberty, and regafdleſs 
of the Fate of the Nation, having 
© themſelves nothing to loſe ; or of ſuch 
* Tradeſmen and others, who, when 
* compelled to this Service, would very 
reluctantly quit the Occupations and 
Manufactories they were already em- 
ployed in, to the ſo much ſuperior 
© Benefit of the Nation and of them 
* ſelves!” But to return to Preſtonpans, 
Falkirk, and Braddock. 

Ar Preſtonpans, it is certain that the 
private Men in the King's Troops might 
have behaved better than they did; but 
then we ought to recollect in their Fa- 
vour, that tho thoſe by whom they were 
attacked were undiſciplined, yet they 
were a very robuſt, hardy, and deſperate 


Band of Rebels, who fought with Hal- 
ters 


A 


A 


1 


ters round their Necks; and that their 
Onſet was uncommonly furious. Theſe 
Conſiderations may, in ſome Meaſure, 
account for the Terrour with which the 


F ‚ ‚ »» ²ẽůãůaeory 0: A 


Troops were ſeized *, tho' they do not 
by any means exculpate them; for it is 


be- 


* < Le Chevalier Folard a &t6 le feul qui ait oſe 
franchir les bornes des prejuges; japprove fa noble 
hardieſſe; rien weſt fi pitoiable que d'en etre Vel- 


clave, —Mais il va trop loin : il avance une opi- 


nion qui en determine le ſucces, fans faire atten- 
tion que ce ſucces depend d'une infinite de circon- 
{tances que la prudence humaine ne ſauroit prevoir. 
Il ſuppoſe toujours les hommes braves, ſans faire 
attention que la valeur des troupes eſt journaliere. 
—Telles troupes feront infaliblement battues dans 
des retranchemens, qui en attaquant auroient <tc 
victorieuſes : peu de gens en donnent de donne 
raiſon ; elle eſt dans le cœur des humains, & on 
doit y chercher. Je vais rapporter un fait, entre 
mille autres, pour perſuader mon opinion. 


A la bataille de Friedlingen l'infanterie Fran- 


coiſe, apres avoir repouſlee celle des Imperiaux 
avec une valeur incomparable, apres Pavoirs en- 
foncee pluſieurs fois, & Vauoir pour ſuivie a tra- 
vers d'un bois juſques dans une plaine qui etoit au 
dela; quelqu'un Saviſa de dire, que l'on etoit 
coupe : il parut deux eſcadrons (Frangoiſe peut- 


etre); toute cette Infanterie victorieuſe s'enfuit- 
dans un diſordre affreux, fans que perſonne Pat- 
taquat ni la ſuivit, repaſſa la bois, & ne garreta 


© que 
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beyond Doubt, if the Soldiers had but 
had Reſolution to keep their Ranks, that 
the Fury of the Rebels would have ſig- 
nified nothing. Therefore, one or two 
Examples of this kind prove nothing. 
The Advocates for Irregulars, if they 
would prove any thing to the Purpoſe, it 
ſhould be, that where regular and irre- 
gular Armies have fought with equal 
Reſolution, the latter have been general- 
ly victorious; and that the former had 
no Advantage from their Diſcipline. If 
this can be proved, J have done. 

Tux Cauſe of our Defeat at Falkirh, 
is too generally known to require an Ex- 


planation. If thoſe who happen to be 


© quepar-dela le champ de bataille.--C*etoient pour- 
* tant les memes hommes qui venoient de vaincre 
© qu*une terreur panique avoit trouble les ſens, & 
aqui avoient perdus contenance au point de ne la 
pouvoir reprendre. C'eſt de M. le Marechal de 
* Villars que je tiens ce fait, & qui me la racontẽ 
© a Vaux-villars en me montrant les plans des ba- 
© tailles qu'il a donnes.' | | 
SE 5 Memoires fur Þ Art de la Guerre, 
de M. Conte de Saxe. 
ö | 1200- 
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ignorant of it, will give themſelves the 
Trouble to enquire of any of the Officers 
that were preſent, they will find that it 


throws no Reflection on our Troops. 


But if it were true, that theſe victorious 
Rebels were, in Reality, ſuperior to re- 
gular Troops, how happened it that they 
fled before the Army with ſuch Precipi- 
tation from Derby, even to Culloden- 


Houſe, and were there, at laſt, fo totally 


overthrown, in the Space of fo few 
Minutes? Here the King's Army was 
judiciouſly diſpoſed, and well conducted. 
The beſt Army in the World may be 
confounded, broke, and beaten, for want 
of a proper Commander, who neither 
fears, nor yet diſpiſes, his Enemy ; but 
the moſt conſummate General will never 
be able to wield an half-diſciplined Mul- 
titude with that Expedition on whichVic- 
tory frequently depends. His Schemes, 
| howſoever well concerted, muſt inevit- 
* prove abortive, if his Officers and 

E 2 Sol- 
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Soldiers have not acquired a ſufficient 


| Degree of Knowledge in their Profeſſion; 


and it the Advocates for a Militia would 


but take the Trouble to attend the diſci- 
plining of a new-raiſed Regiment, they 
| would ſoon be convinced of their Miſ- 


take, in ſuppoſing that this is to be at- 
tained by a few Hours Exerciſe, once a 
Week. The Troops in Germany, not- 
withſtanding they are moſt of them em- 
ployed on Garriſon-duty during the 


whole Winter, and conſequently prac- 


tiſed in Parade-exerciſe, are nevertheleſs, 
in the Spring, under Arms at leaſt fix 
Hours every Day for near three Months 
together; to the Intent, that they may 
be well acquainted with the Evolutions 
that are required in the Field : Yet we 
would pretend to form an Army of our 
working People, ſufficient for our De- 


fence, without any Injury to our Trade! 


As to General Braddock's Defeat, it 


was what might eaſily have been fore- 
| | told, 
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told, and ſufficiently proves what I have 
aſſerted, vg. that our Misfortunes in 
North America are entirely owing to our 
not ſending a proper Number of regular 
Forces. The Indians, by whom he was 
attacked, were Irregulars, it is true; but 
are they not a People whoſe ſole Occu- 
pation, from their Infancy, is that of 
War? They are uſed to Stratagems, and 
are ſo much better acquainted with the 
Country than we can pretend to be, that 
a ſmall Body of regular Troops will al- 
ways run a Riſque of being ſurpriſed by 
them; but this would not be the Caſe 
with a conſiderable Army. Many a 
brave Regiment has been ſurpriſed and 
diſperſed by a lurking Party of Huſſars; 
yet no one, for this Reaſon, eyer thought 
of forming an Army of Huſlars for their 
Defence, 

Ix anſwer to that Part of my Pam- 
phlet, where I mentioned our late In- 
ſurrections on account of the Price of 
| Corn, 
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Corn, as an Argument againſt arming 
the People, —* Thoſe Mutineers * (ſays 
the Reviewer) © were not Rebels: Their 
© Buſineſs was to eat, not fight: And the 
fame Power that ſuppreſſed them now, 
namely, the Magiſtracy, Gentry, and 
others of Property, would alſo have 
ſuppreſſed them in the other Inſtance, 
© 02. if they had been armed. 

Would not any one conclude, from theſe 
falſe Aſſertions, that this Gentleman had 
never ſeen a News-paper during theſe 
Commotions? If theſe Mutineers did 
not intend to fight, with what Deſign 
did they arm themſelves with Scythes, 
Pitchforks, &c.? And if the Magiſtra- 
cy, Gentry, and others of Property, had 
been able to ſuppreſs them, how hap- 
pened it that they ſent in ſuch haſte for 
military Aſſiſtance? Is it not notorious, 
that in the Town of Nottingham, after 
ſome of the Rioters had been ſecured, 


the reſt aſſembled a ſecond time, in or- 
der 


A 


A 


N 
der to reſcue the Priſoners; and that the 
Magiſtrates petitioned the Secretary at 


War not to remove the Dragoons, that 
marched from Mindſor to their Relief, 


before the Arrival of the Foot Regiment, 
which was then on its March. If theſe 
People had been ſupplied with Fire- arms, 
might they not, and would they not, 
have plundered the Town (for that was 
their Intent by their own Declaration) 
before any Aſſiſtance could have been 
ſeen? And even tho' we ſhould ſuppoſe 
that if, in conſequence of a national Mi- 
litia, the 'Town's People, being alſo pro- 


vided with Arms, would have been able 


to defend themſelves, woald they not 
nevertheleſs have been attacked, and 
would not great Bloodſhed have been 


the Conſequence ?—Have theſe Advo- 
cates for a Militia forgotten the many 
Inſurrections that have happened on ac- 


count of Turnpikes? To mention only 


one Inſtance of a hundred: But a very 


few 


Tel] 


few Years ago, the Country People near 


Leeds, in the County of York, thought 
fit to tear up all the Turnpike-gates in 
the Neighbourhood ; for which ſome of 
them being apprehended and confined, 
their Fellow-rioters aſſembled in a very 
conſiderable Body, marched into the 
Town, and demanded the Priſoners of 
the Magiſtrates ; who, on refuſing their 
Requeſt, were abuſed and inſulted in a 
moſt outrageous manner. The Win- 


 dows of the Room where they fat were 


ſo pelted with Stones, that the whole 
Corporation were glad to fave themſelves 
by Flight, except the Recorder ; who, 


_ notwithſtanding his advanced Age, 


ſhewed ten times more calm Reſolution, 
than, in a certain Admiral, would have 
been ſufficient to ſave our Nation from 
the greateſt Diſgrace ſhe ever ſuffered, 
Theſe Rioters were at laſt diſperſed by a 
Lieutenant, at the Head of no more 


than fixteen Soldiers, and not by any 
Civil 


Cat 1] 
civil Authority. Now I would ak, 
what would have been the Conſequence, 
in caſe they had been provided with 
Fire-Arms? 


THe Reader may perhaps think a Cri- 
tick who has been proved to be wrong 
in every thing he has hitherto advanced, 
may deſerve no farther Notice; but there 
yet remains one Paſſage in his Work 
that will appear more extraordinary than 
any I have quoted. It is this :—* A 
© half Soldier, it ſeems, may be a whole 
© Debauchee, and we that are a trading 
© Nation are not to think of handling 
Arms: So that the City of London, 
and other trading Corporations, who 


| © have applied for a Militia, do not ſo 


much as underſtand their own imme- 
diate Intereſt.— If this Reviewer can 
prove that it is impoſſible for a half 
Soldier to be a whole Debauchee, and 
that trading Cities have never miſtaken 
their own Intereſt, then theſe may ſtand 
for Arguments in his Favour; if not, 


* they 
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they are no Arguments at all. He 
proceeds thus: And though all the 
other Nations of Europe, by his own 
Confeſſion, are equally attentive to the 
< Eſtabliſhment of Manufactures, and 
the Exerciſe of Arms, we alone are fit 
« for the latter only. It is very hard 
that a Seribbler muſt be obliged to 
explain to theſe half Reaſoners, Things 
that are in themſelves ſo obvious. If, 
Sir, you had ſufficiently attended to my 
Pamphlet, (which you certainly ought 
to have done before you had attempted 
to anſwer it) you would have ſeen. that 
J have afferted no ſuch Thing, as #hat 
we are fit for Manufafures only; on the 
contrary, we are extremely fit for both, 
What I contend for is, that, in uniting 
both in the ſame Perſons, you will make 
both bad Soldiers and bad Manufactu- 
rers. We have a ſtriking Inſtance, in 
the King of Pruſſia, of a Prince, than 
| whom noone can be more intent on the 


Improvement both of his Army and his 
Manu- 


1 


| Manufactures; but he never attempted 


to unite them in the ſame Individuals. 
Sir, you had better try your 
Talents at ſome other Employment. If 
you go on criticizing in this Manner, 
your Brother Reviewers, if they regard 
their Credit, will ſoon have Reaſon to 
wiſh you had never been admitted. 

| You next accuſe me of having treated 
a certain noble Author in a very cavalier 
manner. That noble Author, whoever 
he is, knows very well, that an ano- 


nymous Pamphlet is entitled to no pe- 


culiar Reſpect on account of its Author; 
and that thoſe who write to the Pub- 
lick, unavoidably expoſe themſelves to 

publick Cenſure. | 
T1 am finally arraigned for having, as 
he is pleaſed to think, diſturbed the Aſhes 
of a Prince. He does me indeed the 
Juſtice to quote my Paliative, as he calls 
it, and replies to it with this moſt ele- 
gant and nervous Exclamation, Gop A 
Mzexcy, SCRIBBLER ! A fine, a very fine 
| | F * | | Argu- 
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Argument, it muſt be confeſſed, He 
knew its Force, and therefore cunningly 
reſerved it, by way of a Clincher, to the 
very laſt. 

I canNnoT, in Juſtice to the Genius 
of this great Critick take my Leave of 
him, without acknowledging him victo- 
rious in 2 Matter of the utmoſt Impor- 


tance. I this one Inſtance I am over- 
come, fairly vanquiſhed, even without 


the Shadow of a Subterfuge. Laboriant 
montes—he has detected me of having 
mi!-{peit a Word —nacitur ridiculus mus: 
And fo, Mr. Monthly OY your 
moſt obedicat. 

I INTENDED to have replied to ts Au- 
thor ot the Critical Review in his Turn; 


Lut, on reading over his Performance, find 


that I ſhould only be obliged to repeat 
what I have already ſaid. He concludes 
His Criticiſm i in this Manner :—*< If the 


Nature of our Work would permit, we 
could refute every Paragraph of this 


Performance from Reaſon and Expe- 
rience, | 


EX 
£ rience, except that one, Sc. Does 
this critical Genius think to impoſe 
ſuch Stuff as this upon his Readers for 
Criticiſm ? 

HavinG thus diſpatched theſe puiſſant 
dirt-throwing Heroes, it may not be 
' amiſs, by way of Prevention, to ſubmit 
a few farther Conſiderations to the Judg- 
ment of thoſe whom theſe Matters may 
concern. 1 

Tu three Conſtitutions which have 
particularly admitted of Militias, were 
that of the Anglo-Saxons, the Govern- 
ment of Queen E/;zabeth, and the Can- 
tons of Switzerland. 

W1TH regard to the firſt of theſe,--mi- 
litary Tenures, alias Militias, were a 
Part of the univerſal Goth:c& Conſtitu- 
tion which ſpread all over Europe. This 
'was much the ſame as with the Lairds 

of Clans in Scotland, the ſame Perſon 
being Landlord, Judge, and Colonel; 
and the ſame Vaſſal being Tenant, Sub- 
ject, and Soldier, to his immediate 

Chief 


„ 
Chief. No Trade, no ManufaQures; 
no Habeas Corpus Acts, no Liberty of the 
Preſs, &c.----Will therefore the good 
People of England be contented to return 
to this State of Slavery and arbitrary 
Power ? If they will, they may have a 
conſtitutional Militia as ſoon as they 
pleaſe. Yet, after all this boaſted 
Strength of Old England, do we not 
all know, that it was ſo far from being 
fo thorough a Protection as ſome People 
now ſeem to imagine, that the Dani/h 
and Norman Invaſions took Place during 
this very Period? Now, when theſe 
military Tenures were aboliſhed, and a 
Power given to the Nobles to alienate 
their Lands, © the Prerogative of the 
< Crown ran ſo high, that the Houſe 
© of Commons was but a Cypher to 
_ © what it is at preſent. The abſolute 
Power of Queen Elizabeth over her Par- 
liament, exceeded by far the preſent 
Power of the King of France over his: 
The latter dares remonſtrate much more 


boldly 
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boldly than the former ever did. Did 
not her Majeſty of England deny Liberty 
of Speech to Members of Parliament in 

the very Houſe of Parliament? Did ſhe 
not impriſon them at Pleaſure, even dur- 
ing the fitting of the Houſe *? Did ſhe 
not impoſe the moſt oppreſſive Taxes 
without Conſent of Parliament +? Did 
ſhe not grant innumerable Monopolies ? 
Did ſhe not protect Criminals from Juſ- 
tice ||? Did ſhe not hang up Perſons 
guilty of rioting by the Sentence of a 
Provoſt-Martial, without legal Judge or 
Jury d? Now this was another Period 
in which Militias were conſtitutional. 
Will therefore the good People of Eng- 
laud return again to ſuch a Conſtitution? 
And yet, during this very Period, the 
_ Militia was fo far from being an effectual 
Safeguard to the Kingdom, that the 


* See Townſhend. 

+ See Hume's Hiſtory, Vol. I, -Chap. 6. 
+ See Liſts in Townſhend, + 

I See Rymer's Fœd. 13 7 


| I See Rymer twenty-ninth Year de Colliuie ha- 
umnum 8 emenda, | 


Sea- 
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Sea-Coaſt oppoſite to Flanders could 
hardly be inliabited on account of the 
Privateers from Newport and Dunkirk, 
vhich frequently carried away the Rea- 
pers at Harveſt; and the Queen, the 
Miniſtry, and Parliament, were fo far 
from ſuppoſing that England could not 
be invaded, that (as I have already ſaid) 
— they always ſuppoſed and ſpoke the con- 
1 trary, though it was vaſtly more difficult 
for the King of Spain to invade this 
| Country than it is at preſent for the King 
1 of France. 

Let us now conſider the Cantons of 
Switzerland. If we chuſe to have a 
conſtitutional Militia upon their Plan, it 
will be neceſſary that we ſhould alter and 
| new-model our Conſtitution according to 
i theirs. Firſt, We muſt take away the 
* Right of voting in the People, leſt an 
electioneering Uſe ſhould be made of the 
Power neceſſary to be lodged in the Of- 
ficers for diſciplining the Troops; and 


ſurrender to the Parliament (the very 
| Caſe 


1411 

Caſe in Switzerland) the Right of filling 
up their own Vacancies. Adly, In Imi- 
tation of them, we muſt not permit any 
Perſons to diſſent from the eſtabliſhed 
Church, leſt religious Feuds ſhould in- 
ſtigate the Militia of one Place to turn a 
ſort of Cruſadoes againſt thoſe of another. 
---3dly, We muſt hire out our People, as 
they do, to fight for Pay, that they may 
learn the modern Art of War under ex- 
perienced Commanders, and then return 
home to mix with, inſtruct, and officer 
the raw Country Militia.--4th, We muſt 
give no Encouragement to Trade, (the 
Soi Cantons, thoſe eſpecially which are 
famous for having the beſt Militia, giving 
very little) leſt the Minds of the People 
ſhould be diverted from their military 
Studies; and leſt Wealth and Oppulence, 
the two Conſequences of Commerce, 
ſhould create a Defference and Reſpect, 
due only to military Rank and Merit. A 
national and conſtitutional Militia neceſ- 
farily ſuppoſes ſomething honourable and 

G reſpect» 
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reſpectable; in the very Idea of it: There- 


fore the Rank and Dignity, which Mer- 
chandize and Manufactures now hold in 
England, mult fink of courſe ; and the 


landed Country Gentleman, tho only in 


an Enſign's Commiſſion in the Militia, 


muſt riſe in Dignity and Precedence over 


the greateſt Merchant and Manufacturer 
in the Kingdom. 

Tusk are a few, out of the many, 
Alterations neceſſary to be made in our 
political, civil, religious, and commer- 
cial Syſtems, before we can have a con- 
ſtitutional Militia, ſuch as now obtains 
in Switzerland. And yet, after all, 
what has this famous Militia of their's 
done for theſe hundred and fifty Years 
paſt ?—juſt nothing at all. They have 
neither made Conqueſts, nor even pre- 
vented the French from coming cloſer 


and cloſer to them, deſtroying their Bar- 
rier, Franche Compte, and building the 


Fortreſs of Hunningen, and many others, 
under their very Noſes. All this is ſuf- 
fered 
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fered by this national and conſtitutional 
Militia of Switzerland, without even 
daring to ſhew the leaſt Reſentment. 


IT 8HALL conclude with a Quotation 


from the Important Queſtion, (a Pamphlet 


which mult ever remain unanſwerable.) 


[4 


Upon the whole, either therefore you 


muſt give up your favourite Scheme 
of a national Militia, or give up your 
preſent civil Liberties ; for they are in- 


compatible with each other, And it 


is idle and ridiculous to bring Exam- 
ples from the Engliſb Hiſtory in Sup- 
port of your Syſtem, unleſs you can 
prove that the Natures as well as the 
Names of Things continue the ſame 
from thoſe Days to this. Indeed, if 
you will be content with ſuch an Houſe 
of Commons as were in Being during 


the Lines of Terk and Lancaſter, the 


Tudors and the Stuart Families, you 
may eſtabliſh a national Militia as ſoon 
as you pleale. As to the great 


© Feats done by the Engliſb Militia at 


the 


K @ "A 
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the Battles of Agincourt and Crefy, 4 


general Anſwer may ſuffice, viz. that 
if the Writers of any. two rival Na- 
tions are determined to pick and cull 


all the Particulars, wherein the one : 


Nation happened to excel the other, 
either thro' good Fortune, the Bravery 


of the Troops, or the Conduct of the 


General, they may find Inſtances 
enough to repreſent themſelves as a 


Race of the moſt perfect Heroes, and 
their Enemies as the moſt ignorant or 
abject Cowards that ever breathed. 


Beſides, it happens a little unfortu- 


nately that theſe very Heroes who beat 
the French at Agincourt and Creſſy, E 


mean the common Soldiers of the 


Engliſb Army, were little better than 
Slaves themſelves, in regard to their 


Civil Liberty; and as to their Property, 


they had juſt as much as the Vaſſals in 
Scotland, when under the Dominion 


of their Lairds and Chiefs. 70 75 Ls, EY 
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